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ject, but continue my journal from my letter of last week,
I then told you we were going* to have a small party, a
small, but very select and agreeable one it was. Mr. and
Mrs. Calhoun, she as friendly and social, he as charm-
ing and interesting, as ever Mr. and Mrs. Gilmer, (our
Crawford friends) Mr. and Mrs. Rives, both talented
and superior folks, Phillip Barbour, of whose eloquence
and coloquial talents you have heard your father and me
talk. Col. and Mrs. Bomford, Dr. and Mrs. Lovel, Mr.
and Mrs. Seaton, Dr. and Mrs. Simm,1 Genl. Porter and
the ever admired and charming Mrs. P. with Miss
Moris, Caroline Breckenridge and about a dozen more,
Senators and Members. Conversation flowed without in-
terruption, every one was gay and animated. Some
played chess, some sat by the table and talked, but most
conversed in groups. Every one did as they pleased.
For a wonder, in a Washington party, they could sif, as
well as stand. There were above 40 in the room, yet it
was not the least crowded and I received many compli-
ments on the greater rationality, as well as pleasure
of such a small select party, than the usual squeezes and
crowds. I enjoyed myself more than on any previous
evening this winter. I conversed by turns with all my
guests, but longest with the two I most admired, Mr.
Barbour and Mr. Calhoun. The limits of a letter will
not allow all, otherwise I should like to detail what was
said by these gentlemen. Mr. Barbour conversed about
Mr. Jefferson and the University of Virginia and gave me
some interesting information, Mr. Calhoun about the late
election and the characters of some of the leaders on both
sides. I really ought to commit observations such as his
to paper, but I can not find time. When Mrs. Porter and

1 Dr. Thomas Sim, who after the death of his first wife became engaged
to Mrs. Smith's sister-in-law, was one of the founders of the MedkaJ
Society of the District of Columbia and its second president. 1829, infra.isit.
